
RESOURCES

	 PRIMARY PREVENTION

	 RUNAWAY/HOMELESS YOUTH

	 LAW ENFORCEMENT

	 JUVENILE JUSTICE

	 CHILD WELFARE

	 CROSS DISCIPLINE

Relevance to Response Type Stages of the Process

THE FOLLOWING RESOURCES ARE ORGANIZED ALPHABETICALLY BY AUTHOR AND IN-

clude indicators for resource type, relevant stakeholder group, and applicable stage of the process. 
Importantly, this report reflects an emerging shift in the field away from systems-based responses. 
Although these resources are meant to uplift certain processes highlighted within this report, some 
may include additional discussion of contradictory practices. 
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RESOURCE TYPE

Administration for Children & Families Office on Trafficking in 
Persons, Connections Between Trafficking and Homeless Youth (2016), 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/archive/blog/2016/05/trafficking-and-
homeless-youth#:~:text=By%20Katherine%20Chon,%20Director,%20
Office%20on%20Trafficking%20in%20Persons%20(OTIP).

Research 
Reports

Administration for Children & Families Office on Trafficking in 
Persons, Toolkit for Responding to Human Trafficking Through the Child 
Welfare System (2024), https://nhttac.acf.hhs.gov/system/files/2024-11/
Toolkit%20for%20Responding%20to%20Human%20Trafficking%20
Through%20the%20Child%20Welfare%20System.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples
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Administration for Children & Families Office on Trafficking in Persons 
& National Human Trafficking Training and Technical Assistance 
Center, Youth Trafficking: Systems of Care (2018), https://nhttac.acf.hhs.
gov/sites/default/files/2020-02/LiteratureReview_SystemsofCare.pdf.

Research 
Reports

Alliance to End Slavery & Trafficking [ATEST], Recommendations 
for Federal Law Enforcement Agency Victim Services Protocol and 
Policy Development, https://endslaveryandtrafficking.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Victim-Services-Protocol-Brief.pdf.

NGO & 
Coalition 
Reports

Anderson, V. et al., Juvenile Court Practitioners’ Construction of 
and Response to Sex Trafficking of Justice System Involved Girls, 12 
Victims & Offenders 663 (2016), https://www.tandfonline.
com/doi/full/10.1080/15564886.2016.1185753#abstract.

Scholarly 
Articles

Aspen Institute, The 2Gen Approach, https://ascend.
aspeninstitute.org/2gen-approach.

Research 
Reports

Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition & Human Trafficking Prevention 
Project, Principles of Harm Reduction and its Application to Anti-Trafficking 
Work (2020), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KceoPDDWdrg.

Trainings & 
Presentations

Bardine, D., The Intersection of Child Sex Trafficking and Youth Homelessness, 
Missing Kids Blog (2022), https://www.missingkids.org/blog/2022/
the-intersection-of-child-sex-trafficking-and-youth-homelessness.

Blogs and 
Fact Sheets

Barnard, A., ‘The Second Chance They Deserve’: Vacating 
Convictions of Sex Trafficking Victims, Colo. L. Rev. (2014), 
https://columbialawreview.org/content/the-second-chance-they-
deserve-vacating-convictions-of-sex-trafficking-victims/.

Scholarly 
Articles

Bendtsen, S. et al., Trauma, Coercion, and the Tools of Trafficking 
Exploitation: Examining the Consequences for Children and 
Youth in the Justice System, 109 KY L. J. 719 (2020).

Scholarly 
Articles

Bendtsen, S. & Raino, C., When Systems of Care Can do Harm: The Need 
for Specialized Child Welfare Responses to Child Trafficking Survivors (2022), 
https://sharedhope.org/2022/02/22/when-systems-of-care-can-do-harm-the-
need-for-specialized-child-welfare-responses-to-child-trafficking-survivors/.

Blogs and 
Fact Sheets

B
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California Child Welfare Council, Ending the Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
of Children: A Call for Multi-System Collaboration in California, https://
www.chhs.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Committees/California-
Child-Welfare-Council/Council-Information-Reports/Ending-CSEC-
A-Call-for-Multi-System-Collaboration-in-CA-February-2013.pdf.

State Agency 
Resources

Center for Children & Youth Justice, Washington State Model 
Protocol for Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (2012), https://
renewalforum.org/wp-content/uploads/Washing-protocol.pdf.

Response 
Protocols

Center on Poverty and Inequality, Georgetown Law, Blueprint: A 
Multidisciplinary Approach to the Domestic Sex Trafficking of Girls (2015), 
https://rights4girls.org/wp-content/uploads/r4g/2015/03/Blueprint.pdf.

State Agency 
Resources

Chapin Hall, Child and Family Well-Being System: Economic & Concrete 
Supports as a Core Component (2023), https://www.chapinhall.org/wp-content/
uploads/Economic-Supports-deck.pdf?Trk=public_post_comment-text.

NGO 
Reports

Chapin Hall & Voices of Youth Count, Missed Opportunities: 
Youth Homelessness in America, https://www.chapinhall.org/wp-
content/uploads/chapinhall_voyc_nationalreport_Final_Web.
pdf#:~:text=Runaway%20and%20Homeless%20Youth%20
Act%20(RHYA),%20the%20nation%20has%20recognized.

NGO 
Reports

Child Trends, Integrating Positive Youth Development and Racial Equity, 
Inclusion, and Belonging Approaches Across the Child Welfare and Justice Systems 
(2022), https://youthrex.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Integrating-
Positive-Youth-Development-and-Racial-Equity-Inclusion-and-Belonging-
Approaches-Across-the-Child-Welfare-and-Justice-Systems-2022.pdf.

Research 
Reports

Children’s Advocacy Cetner of Suffolk County, Support to 
End Exploitation Now (SEEN) / Child Trafficking, https://
www.suffolkcac.org/index.php?P=what-we-do/seen.

Response 
Protocols

Child Welfare Information Gateway, Children’s Bureau, Building 
Partnerships to Support Safe Housing for Child Welfare-Involved 
Families and Youth (2018), https://www.partnering-for-change.
org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Child-Welfare-and-Housing-pdf.
pdf#:~:text=In%20either%20case,%20collaborating%20with%20
local%20affordable%20housing%20and%20homelessness.

Research 
Reports

Child Welfare Information Gateway, Children’s Bureau, Human 
Trafficking and Child Welfare: A Guide for Caseworkers (2023), 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-HE-PURL-
gpo215370/pdf/GOVPUB-HE-PURL-gpo215370.pdf.

Research 
Reports

Child Welfare Information Gateway, Children’s Bureau, Human Trafficking and 
Child Welfare: A Guide for Child Welfare Agencies (2023), https://cwig-prod-
prod-drupal-s3fs-us-east-1.s3.amazonaws.com/public/documents/trafficking_
agencies.pdf?VersionId=AsPy7dEfBXOqjszIQysX8WXfJL4XQfmX.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

C
Shared Hope International
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Child Welfare Information Gateway, Children’s Bureau, Social and 
Community Context, https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/social-
determinants-health/social-and-community-context/?top=320.

Research 
Reports

Children’s Law Center, Sex Trafficking Assessment Review (2018), https://
childrenslawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/files/attachments/resources/
PK14_II%20CSEC%20Identification%20and%20Interview%20Tips.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Chisolm-Straker, M. et al., Screening for Human Trafficking Among Homeless 
Young Adults, 98 Child. & Youth Servs. Rev. 72 (2019), Screening for 
human trafficking among homeless young adults - ScienceDirect.

Scholarly 
Articles

Conner, B., In Loco Aequitatis: The Dangers of Safe Harbor Laws for 
Youth in the Sex Trade, 12 Stan. J. C.r. & C.l. 43 (2016).

Scholarly 
Articles

Covenant House New Jersey, Recognizing Human Trafficking Among Homeless 
Youth (2017), Recognizing-Human-Trafficking-Among-Homeless-Youth.pdf.

NGO & 
Coalition 
Reports

Department of Justice, Uniform Response Protocol for the Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children (2016), https://www.justice.gov/usao-ri/file/883361/dl.

Response 
Protocols

Family and Youth Services Bureau [FYSB], Human Trafficking in 
Youth-Serving Programs: A Blueprint for Organizations Working With 
Street Youth, Homeless Youth, and Youth at Risk, https://www.rhyttac.
net/assets/docs/Resources/HumanTraffickingBlueprint-508.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Family and Youth Services Bureau [FYSB], Human Trafficking 
Prevention: Strategies for Runaway and Homeless Youth Settings 
(2020), https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
fysb/acf_issuebrief_htprevention_10202020_final_508.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Family and Youth Services Bureau [FYSB] & Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Training & Technical Assistance Center [RHYTTAC], Human 
Trafficking: Screening and Assessment Tools and Practices for Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Settings TIP Sheet, https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Tip-
Sheets/Human%20Trafficking%20Screening%20and%20Assessment%20
Tools%20and%20Practices%20for%20Runaway%20and%20Homeless%20
Youth%20Settings%20RHYTTAC%202024%20English.pdf. 

Blogs & 
Fact Sheets

Family and Youth Services Bureau [FYSB], Soar to Health and Wellness: 
Human Trafficking Training, https://teenpregnancy.acf.hhs.gov/
resources/soar-health-and-wellness-human-trafficking-training.

Training & 
Presentations

D
2025 Roadmap Report

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/social-determinants-health/social-and-community-context/?top=320
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/social-determinants-health/social-and-community-context/?top=320
https://childrenslawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/files/attachments/resources/PK14_II%20CSEC%20Identification%20and%20Interview%20Tips.pdf
https://childrenslawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/files/attachments/resources/PK14_II%20CSEC%20Identification%20and%20Interview%20Tips.pdf
https://childrenslawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/files/attachments/resources/PK14_II%20CSEC%20Identification%20and%20Interview%20Tips.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740918307540?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740918307540?via%3Dihub
https://pact.cfpic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Recognizing-Human-Trafficking-Among-Homeless-Youth.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ri/file/883361/dl
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Resources/HumanTraffickingBlueprint-508.pdf
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Resources/HumanTraffickingBlueprint-508.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fysb/acf_issuebrief_htprevention_10202020_final_508.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fysb/acf_issuebrief_htprevention_10202020_final_508.pdf
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Tip-Sheets/Human%20Trafficking%20Screening%20and%20Assessment%20Tools%20and%20Practices%20for%20Runaway%20and%20Homeless%20Youth%20Settings%20RHYTTAC%202024%20English.pdf
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Tip-Sheets/Human%20Trafficking%20Screening%20and%20Assessment%20Tools%20and%20Practices%20for%20Runaway%20and%20Homeless%20Youth%20Settings%20RHYTTAC%202024%20English.pdf
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Tip-Sheets/Human%20Trafficking%20Screening%20and%20Assessment%20Tools%20and%20Practices%20for%20Runaway%20and%20Homeless%20Youth%20Settings%20RHYTTAC%202024%20English.pdf
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Tip-Sheets/Human%20Trafficking%20Screening%20and%20Assessment%20Tools%20and%20Practices%20for%20Runaway%20and%20Homeless%20Youth%20Settings%20RHYTTAC%202024%20English.pdf
https://teenpregnancy.acf.hhs.gov/resources/soar-health-and-wellness-human-trafficking-training
https://teenpregnancy.acf.hhs.gov/resources/soar-health-and-wellness-human-trafficking-training


Farrell, A. et al., Police Engagement in Multidisciplinary 
Team Approaches to Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children, Science Informed Policing (2020).

Scholarly 
Articles

Florida Department of Children and Families, Human Trafficking Screening 
Tool (HTST) Administration Guide (2015) https://www.myflfamilies.com/
sites/default/files/2023-05/HTST_ScreeningTool5406_011216.pdf.

State Agency 
Resources

Foot, K., Multisector Collaboration Against Human Trafficking, The Palgrave 
International Handbook of Human Trafficking (2019), https://link.
springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-319-63058-8_41#citeas.

Scholarly 
Articles

Girls @ the Margin National Alliance, National Policy Platform: Centering 
Girls, Young Women, and Gender-Expansive Young People (2022), 
https://justiceandjoynatl.org/girls-the-margin-policy-platform/.

NGO and 
Coalition 
Reports

Greater New Orleans Human Trafficking Task Force, Safety 
Planning and Harm Reduction Protocol (2018), https://static1.
squarespace.com/static/57e6a386b8a79b8ba3fd202a/t/
5e669bbe7325ed3b08dffb96/1583782848453/
Safety+Planning+Protocol+and+Harm+Reduction+Strategy+to+merge.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Hennepin County Minnesota, No Wrong Door Program, 
https://hc-nwd-hennepin.hub.arcgis.com/.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Human Trafficking and the State Courts Collaborative, A Guide for State 
Court Cases Involving Child Trafficking Victims Coerced into Criminal Behavior 
(2015), https://nationaldec.org/wp-content/uploads/670-Article.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Institute of Medicine & National Research Council, Confronting 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of Minors in 
the United States: A Guide for Providers of Victim and Support 
Services (2014), https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25057738.

Scholarly 
Articles

International Association of Chiefs of Police & United States 
Department of Justice, Community Oriented Policing Services, 
Combatting Child Sex Trafficking: A Guide for Law Enforcement 
Leaders (2016), https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/all/i-j/
IACPCOPSCombatingChildSexTraffickingAGuideforLELeaders.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

International Association of Chiefs of Police, Enhancing Law 
Enforcement Response to Victims (ELERV), https://www.theiacp.org/
projects/enhancing-law-enforcement-response-to-victims-elerv. 

Training & 
Presentations

E
Shared Hope International
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International Association of Chiefs of Police, Law Enforcement‑Based 
Victim Services: Key Considerations, https://www.theiacp.org/sites/
default/files/LEV/Publications/KeyConsiderations.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

International Association of Chiefs of Police, Referrals to/from Law 
Enforcement and Victim Service Providers Protocol Checklist, https://www.
theiacp.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/Referrals%20to%20and%20from%20
Law%20Enforcement%20and%20Victim%20Service%20Providers.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
Practice 
Examples

Kendall, V. & Wigle, C., The Judicial System Can Mitigate Re-Traumatizing 
Sex and Labor Trafficking Survivors, 60 Judges J. 4 (2021).

Scholarly 
Articles

Kenny, M. & Helpingstine, C., The Collaborative Efforts of a Multidisciplinary 
Community-Based Team to Address Victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation, 
Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, and Policy, 
14(6), 964–971 (2022), https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2021-71416-001.

Scholarly 
Articles

Koegler, E. et al., Traffickers Use of Substances to Recruit and Control 
Victims of Domestic Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation in the American 
Midwest, Anti-Trafficking Review (2022), https://antitraffickingreview.
org/index.php/atrjournal/article/download/615/480?inline=1.

Scholarly 
Articles

Longjohn, D., Four Dimensions of Human Trafficking 
Prevention, 8 J. Glob. Just. & Pub. Pol’y 123 (2022).

Scholarly 
Articles

Los Angeles County, Law Enforcement First Responder Protocol for 
Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (2022), https://lacounty.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/LA-County-First-Responder-Protocol-FRP.pdf.

Response 
Protocols
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Critical Examination of the Association between Specific ACEs and Sex Trafficking 
among Homeless Youth in Kentuckiana, 10 J. Hum. Trafficking 121 (2024).
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Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, and Families, Child 
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National Center for Youth Law, Los Angeles County Five-Year 
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ncyl%20five%20year%20strat%20plan%20LA.pdf.
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Guides, & 
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Examples
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Fact Sheets

National Child Traumatic Stress Network, Child Sex Trafficking: 
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org/sites/default/files/resources/fact-sheet/child-sex-trafficking-
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Fact Sheets
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Sexual Exploitation of Youth, https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/
resources/fact-sheet/facts_policymakers_csec_youth_updated.pdf.
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Fact Sheets
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Addressing Trauma and Child Sex Trafficking (2018), https://
www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-07/Understanding_and_
Addressing_Trauma_and_Child_Trafficking.pdf.
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Fact Sheets
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Fact Sheets
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Interagency Protocol (2019), https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/
sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/policies/protocols/CSEC%20Interagency%20
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Protocols

Sexual Violence Justice Institute at the Minnesota Coalition Against 
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wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Safe-Harbor-Protocol-Guidelines.pdf.
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Shared Hope International, Intervene, https://store.sharedhope.org/product/
intervene-identifying-and-responding-to-americas-prostituted-youth.
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Shared Hope International, Justice for Juveniles: Exploring 
Non-Criminal Response Mechanisms for Child Sex Trafficking 
(2015), https://sharedhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/
noncriminal-Response-Mechanisms-Field-Guidance.pdf.

NGO and 
Coalition 
Report

Shared Hope International, Protective Response Model (2016), 
https://sharedhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/
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NGO and 
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Report
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Articles

The Life Story, Law Enforcement, https://thelifestory.org/assets/downloads/
about/handouts/en/TLS_Handouts_LawEnforcement.pdf.
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Fact Sheets

Thomas, K. & Halbert, C., Transforming Child Welfare: Prioritizing 
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Well-Being (2021), https://www.ncfr.org/system/files/2021-04/
Transforming_Child_Welfare_Full_Brief_0421.pdf.
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Fact Sheets

United States Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, Addressing the Needs 
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Research 
Reports

United States Department of Health and Human Services, Office of 
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United States Department of Health and Human Services, A Public 
Health Approach to Preventing Human Trafficking (2024), https://
www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/otip/HHS%20
Human%20Trafficking%20Prevention%20Framework_Final.pdf.

Tools, 
Guides, & 
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Examples

United States Department of Health and Human Services, Resources: Identifying 
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