ISSUE BRIEF		 5.3
TOOLS FOR A VICTIM-CENTERED CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE
POLICY GOAL: Child sex trafficking victims have the right to a

victim advocate at all stages of the investigation and prosecution
of the perpetrator(s).
Reporting a crime and participating in a
resulting investigation and prosecution can be
daunting for any crime victim; however, it is
particularly intimidating for child victims of
sexual violence, including child sex trafficking.1
Victim-centered investigations and prosecutions
can mitigate the impact of fear and minimize retraumatization by providing collaborative
supports and empowering survivors as engaged
participants in the process.2 Recognizing the
vital role victims play in successful prosecutions,
addressing the needs of a survivor through access
to services, and ensuring protection of their rights
as crime victims are the key components of victimcentered human trafficking investigations and
prosecutions.3 Victim advocates are a key part of
this approach; they understand the importance
of victim-centered advocacy and meeting the
individual needs of each child.4 To mitigate the
trauma associated with participation in criminal
justice processes, state law should ensure that all
child sex trafficking victims are afforded access to a
victim advocate at all stages of the criminal justice
process regardless of the specific offenses charged to
the perpetrator.
Victim advocates are an important support to
child sex trafficking victims for many reasons.
First, they can support a victim throughout the
criminal justice process, from the moment a crime
is reported through post-conviction. This can
include provision of crisis intervention services at
the time a crime is reported, assessment of safety
needs, explanation of victims’ rights at every stage,
explanation of court processes and preparation of

victims for hearings or victim impact statements,
and assistance of victims with concerns related
to inmates.5 Victim advocates are also adept at
collaborative responses and working with multiple
systems while understanding the importance of
confidentiality and safety, all of which are critical
in working with child sex trafficking victims.6 They
can also help the victim and their family access
crime victims’ compensation funds.7 Moreover,
victim advocates can play an important role in
supporting a positive rapport between the child
victim, law enforcement, and the prosecutor,
ultimately contributing towards more successful
investigations and prosecutions.
Finally, they can play a key role in specialized
multi-disciplinary team (MDT) approaches in child
sex trafficking cases. The MDT approach facilitates
a coordinated response that addresses the holistic
needs of survivors throughout the criminal justice
process and prioritizes the wellbeing of the survivor
through provision of trauma-informed support
and services. Including victim advocates as a core
component of survivor-centered multidisciplinary
team responses can ensure the provision of a
victim advocate to all child sex trafficking victims
that are currently involved in the investigation
or prosecution of a perpetrator. It can also help
to ensure that the child is supported by the same
victim advocate from investigation through
sentencing. Finally, victim advocates working with
child sex trafficking victims should be specifically
trained to serve that population and, ideally, have
expertise in doing so.
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DRAFTING CONSIDERATIONS:
X

To accomplish this policy goal, state law should…

Ensure that all child sex trafficking victims are afforded a victim advocate at all stages of the investigation and
prosecution.

RELATED ISSUES:
3.2

State law provides for a survivor-centered multi-disciplinary team response to child sex
trafficking cases.

5.1

State law provides a child sex trafficking-specific hearsay exception that applies to nontestimonial evidence to reduce reliance on victim testimony.

5.2

State law allows child sex trafficking victims to testify by closed circuit television regardless
of the prosecuted offense.
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Protected Innocence Challenge Framework Brief
(Section 5)
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