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1. Changes in behavior. Skipping school, sexualized behavior or language, consistently tired, withdrawn, secretive.

2. Changes in lifestyle. Sudden display of expensive belongings or new tattoos, talks about parties or clubs.

3. Changes in relationships.  
Withdraws from friends and family, spends excessive amounts of time with a new friend  

or significantly older boyfriend.
+ RESPONDIf a child discloses a situation or possible situation of sexual exploitation, occurring to them or 

someone they know, your next steps are critical. Here are a few tips to respond appropriately.

1. Don’t judge.  If a child feels safe enough to disclose sexual exploitation to you, honor that trust. Watch  

your language carefully. Let him or her know you appreciate the trust and respect the 

decision to tell you. Don’t reprimand the child for not telling you sooner or question whether 

details are being recalled correctly. The child is likely dealing with issues that he or she is not 

mentally and emotionally prepared to handle. Listen intently and respond with encouragement 

and kindness. 
2. Determine your legal responsibility to report.  

Each state outlines specific “mandatory reporters”—individuals who are required by law to 

report reasonable suspicions of abuse. Mandatory reporters typically have frequent contact 

with children and include: social workers, teachers and school personnel, child care providers, 

law enforcement officers, medical examiners, counselors, etc. In some states, any adult with 

knowledge is a mandatory reporter. 3. Do not investigate the situation.  
It is not your responsibility to collect details, verify information, or solve the problem. You have 

access to a team of highly trained law enforcement and service providers who know how to 

manage the case—use them! Uninformed intervention could be detrimental to the case or the 

child’s safety. You don’t know who is involved in the child’s exploitation. In some cases, family 

members and trusted adults in the child’s life are participants in the exploitation. Sharing 

information with them about your knowledge of the abuse may make them defensive, cause 

them to hide important evidence or punish the child for disclosing. Report all cases of trafficking or suspected exploitation to the authorities. 
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